Types and Benefits of Environmental Action

	Type of Environmental Action
	Ease of Evaluating Benefits to the Environment



	Persuasion: educating or

lobbying other members of the

public.

	Benefits may never be demonstrable, and/or may not exist. The possibility exists that this persuasion may not in fact change anyone’s behaviour.



	Consumerism: either changing

one’s own consumer habits or

encouraging others to do so.


	Several measurement instruments can be used to identify changes in consumerism, and resources documenting the relationship between consumer habits and environmental impact are readily available*



	Political Action: action that is

aimed at influencing a decisionmaker.


	Decision-makers may never respond to

pressure – or a pro-environmental decision

they make may be due to other factors.

Interviews of decision-makers can be helpful in determining this.



	Ecomanagement: action to

restore, remediate, or improve a

natural area.


	This is easily documented and measured using a “before and after” scenario. Funders who emphasize easy accountability, such as EcoAction, place high emphasis on activities of this sort.



	Legal Action: action taken

through legal avenues.


	Action of this sort can be easily documented, through such things as judicial decisions.




